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a human being is capable of. I have applied to this research all
the skill of a scientist."38

According to Gandhiji every man has the right and the
capacity to determine truth for himself,39 and it is this essential
virtue, viz., the ability to determine truth for himself, which
separates man from the brute. Undoubtedly for a person who
seeks to know truth by his own efforts, a high moral and
intellectual equipment is necessary. "Those who have made
experiments (with truth) have come to the conclusion
that. . . strict preliminary discipline is necessary to qualify a
person to make experiments in the spiritual realm/' But others,
who merely apprehend, accept and pursue this truth known by
developed souls and suffer in the pursuit of this truth, need
not be so highly developed. This is borne out by the history
of satyagraha movements in India and outside. Indians in South
Africa or the Pathans of the North-West Frontier Province who
suffered intensely for the sake of truth were people of ordinary
cultural and moral level. Gandhiji believes that the masses
have the capacity to suffer for truth, though this capacity, he
admits, may be under certain circumstances limited.

Independent search after truth demands an intensely moral
life. In Gandhiji's opinion, constant endeavour (abhyasa),
indifference to other interests of life (vairagya) and the vows
of truth, non-violence, brahmacharya, non-stealing, non-possession,
etc. are indispensable for the realization of truth. Only those who
undergo this moral discipline can properly claim to hear the
voice of conscience in regard to truth. Gandhiji holds that these
observances are deducible from Truth and are meant to
subserve it.40

Truth can be realized only by means of akimsa. Violence
which has its roots in divisive propensities like anger, selfish-
ness, lust etc., cannot take us to the goal. Violence arises out of
ignorance. It is untruth (asatyd), i.e., non-existent. If untruth
endured and nothing were true to itself and to others, if all
laws of life and nature were uncertain and undependable, the
universe would turn into chaos.

38 Conversations, p. 41.
39 For Gandhiji's views given in this paragraph, see T. /., I, pp. 34-36
and T. L, Dec. 31, 1931, p. 421.
40  Teraoda Mandir, p. 16.